BATTLE

In fulfilment of his vow William gave the Abbey all the
land within a radius of one and a half miles as well as much
property in other parts of England. When the consecration of
the first Abbot took place, William insisted that the Bishop of
Chichester was not to be lodged at the abbey, so that its com-
plete independence from episcopal control might be made clear.
Further the Abbot was granted a house in London and in
Winchester with an allowance of food, wine and wax candles for
himself and two monks whenever he was summoned to the
King's court. Even more remarkable when one remembers
the ferocity of William's Forest Laws, the Abbot, when passing
through the royal forests, might take one or two beasts with his
dogs. When William died he left his cloak and sword and a
portable altar containing sacred relics to the Abbey. He did
not live to see the consecration of the Abbey, which took place
in 1095, when Rufus added to its property nine churches and
twelve lesser chapels. By this time the Abbey was a great
quadrangular building with a fine church surrounded by gar-
dens, vineyards and stew ponds; later, walls and a gate house
were added.

The Abbey was often visited by kings. John came there
no less than four times, making a pious offering of a piece of the
Holy Sepulchre brought back from Palestine by his brother
Richard. Henry Ill's visit was less propitious as he came to
collect funds before the battle of Lewes. Its most famous
Abbot was Hamo of Offington, who played such a gallant part
in defending Winchelsea against the French, He was described
at his death as * sub habitu monachio> belliger insignis *.
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